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Museum Musings
George Applebay

One of my chief goals for the Museum is to honor the 
many Western soaring pioneers. Toward this goal, Pete 
Pankuch, at my request, has designed and built several 
8 foot long display cases. The first two are dedicated  
to Al Santilli and Dick Johnson.  We have artifacts from 
others whose families have contributed large amounts 
of personal life histories.  Pete and I will arrange their 
artifacts and memorabilia in these cabinets. The next 
display will be dedicated to  my   firend, Jack Laister. We 
first met in 1957 when he spoke to our Wichita Soaring 
Association. Your suggestions for honoring worthy 
personalities will be welcome for future displays.
 

Editorial
Bob Alkov

In this issue (see page 3) we are presenting a history 
of the Hobbs Soaring Society (HSS) located in Hobbs, 
New Mexico. The article was submitted by the 
Treasurer of the HSS, Jo Shaw. She writes, “Soaring 
Club histories can be dates and events but Hobbs 
Soaring Society is more about people, their visions 
and aspirations.”  She goes on to say “Regrettably, the 
details of the very first soaring activity around Hobbs 
have been lost with the deaths of the earliest soaring 
pilots, before the advent of Hobbs Soaring Society 
in 1969.” She informs us that the history from HSS’s 
club archives below is submitted without date or 
authorship.

If you want to see your club’s history in these pages 
please send your manuscript to Robert Alkov at P.O. 
Box 234, Cedar Crest, New Mexico 87008-0234 with 
an assignment of publication rights to the USSSM. We 
will credit authorship to the submitter(s). We reserve 
the right to edit your history.

We are happy to announce that a gas-heated furnace 
has been installed in the Route 66 building to provide 
heat to the entrance and gift shop just in time for the 
winter. Thanks to Deor Jensen for taking charge of this 
project. Earlier ventilating fans had been installed to 
help cooling for the summer months. Thanks to Dave 
Johnson for honchoing the installation of the three 
large fans on the west side of the building near the 
ceiling. 



              The Hobbs Soaring Society Story

Late in 1967 Larry Brow, a student at New Mexico 
State University at Las Cruces and a former resident of 
Hobbs, put on a slide show of a soaring contest held in 
Marfa, Texas. The films were shown in the New Mexico 
Bank and Trust’s public meeting room in Hobbs. The 
audience was composed of a large group of adults of 
both sexes and high school students. One member of 
the audience, Jack Gomez, had his interest aroused by 
the presentation and on a subsequent trip to Dallas he 
stopped at every airport that had gliders and inquired 
about possible Schweizer 2-22’s for sale.

In Big Spring, Texas, Orville Shapland mentioned to 
Jack Gomez that Curtis Erwin and Richard Daily of 
Midland, Texas, were negotiating with a Mr. Hendricks 
of Perryton, Texas, to buy his Schweizer 2-22 and 1-
26. Hendricks wanted to sell them both as a package. 
Erwin and Daily didn’t really want the 2-22 . Gomez 
called Daily and made arrangements to meet him in 
Midland. Daily confirmed that he and Erwin wanted 
to buy the 1-26, but didn’t want the 2-22. A deal was 
made for Gomez to purchase the 2-22.

Meanwhile Fred A. Heaton of Hobbs had been 
taking glider training in a 2-22 from Roy Schlemeyer 
in Odessa. When Jack Gomez learned that Fred 
Heaton had checked out in the 2-22 he arranged 
for a meeting with him on January 1, 1968. Heaton 
agreed to purchase the 2-22, Serial No. 81, and listed 
it as an asset of his company, Heaton Construction. 
The reason for this arrangement was that the Hobbs 
Soaring Association was just organizing and hadn’t 
time to incorporate yet. Later on September 23, 1968 
he bought 1-26 No. 236 from Rockwall, Texas. The 
original club members included Joe Brazo and his wife 
Vonnie, both whom had soloed in a 2-22, but with no 
power experience. Paul Webb an early member of the 
club had power experience, but with no license. He 
soloed the 2-22 in short time. Doctors Dampeer and 
Johnson of Kermit, Texas, joined for a short time. Dr. 
Dampeer transitioned to the 1-26 and Dr. Johnson 
soloed the 2-22. Another early member of the club 
was Larry Kopchek, an engineer with Continental 
Airlines, who had no power experience. He soloed in 
the 2-22 then transitioned into the 1-26. Vince Hinds, 
with previous glider experience, came from upstate 
New York and soon soloed both ships.

Don Yarbo and Jack Gomez both with no prior 
experience soloed both gliders. Other early members 
were L. Dickson Griffith, A.C. Holder and his daughter 
Betty from Lovington, Texas, Dick Marshall, Hilliard 
Moore and Dr. Rex Quiqley from Hobbs. Dick Marshall 
instructed early on, but Roy Schlemeyer from Odessa 
did most of the instructing.

The Hobbs Soaring Society was chartered on May 3rd, 
1969. Dick Marshall was named President, Fred Heaton, 
Vice-President and Jack Gomez, Secretary-Treasurer. 
Charter members listed alphabetically were Gomez, 
Griffith, Heaton, Hinds, Holder, Koch, Moore, Quigley 
and Yarrow. Other members who joined later in 1969 
were Gerald Bowman, Mike Levy and Bill Peavey.

A motion was passed at the charter meeting to secure 
a loan of $9,400 to purchase the equipment from 
Fred Heaton. Don Yarbo later said, “ [this] had the 
advantage of an incentive, that we were on the note 
and we needed some help to pay it off.”

Normal attrition took place when Joe and Vonnie 
Brazo and Paul Webb moved to Pecos just prior 
to incorporation. Drs. Dampeer and Johnson also 
dropped out before incoporation. Fred Heaton moved 
shortly after incorporation.

The club thrived, according to Don Yarbo, until an 
individual moved to town in 1970 and attempted to 
convert the old air base (Hobbs International Airport-
HIAP) to an international air center for flying in 
bonded goods from overseas, putting them through 
customs and distributing them nationwide. The 
club was evicted from the base and had to move to 
Lovington, New Mexico. However, the lack of a tow 
plane there and short runways put the club in a bind 
and eventually they had to sell their equipment and 
disband.

After about a year later, Don Yarbo wrote, the individual 
left town in the middle of the night leaving investors 
holding the bag.  The club reorganized, moved back 
to HIAP, built a hangar, bought another 2-22, acquired 
a winch and resumed operations. 

In 1970 HSS hosted the North American 1-26 
Championships. This was the first of many outstand -         
						                     3



ing soaring competitions held in Hobbs, either solely 
hosted by HSS or held in conjunction with the National 
Soaring Foundation, chartered in 1976.

The Hobbs Soaring Society “Milk Truck” Winch
Built by Roy Schlemeyer

Hobbs Soaring Society members were instrumental in 
helping stage the 1983 World Championships, hosted 
by the National Soaring Foundation and numerous 
other national and regional contests over the years. 

Contributing to HSS’s growth over time were the 
inestimable contributions of the time and talents of 
Doug Stogner, winch-operator extraordinaire and 
instructor Ralph Douthit.  Currently members hold 14 
of the 29 New Mexico General Category single place 
distance soaring records including the State Open 
Free Distance record held by Joann B. Shaw. 

Doug Stogner
4

A one thousand kilometer Diplome was earned flying 
from Hobbs by HSS member Joann B. Shaw. HSS 
member Larry Pardue earned current state Standard 
Class Free Distance to a Goal of 367.77 statute miles 
in a 1-26. HSS member Charles Shaw earned current 
state Standard Class Free Distance of 405.55 Statute 
miles in a 1-26. Thirteen 1-26 flights exceeding 311 
miles have been made by HSS members Paul Elliott, 
Jr., Larry Pardue, Charles W. Shaw and Joann B. Shaw 
flying from Hobbs.

(The following data on records held by HSS members 
is taken from SSA’s web page www.ssa.org Records 
Soaring Achievement Tab on home page- US & State 
Records) 

Current
Open Class – NM State Record

Free distance – Joann B. Shaw 
Free Out/Return Distance – Joann B. Shaw
Free 3 Turn Point Distance – Joann B. Shaw
St Distance to Goal – Joann B. Shaw

15 Meter NM State Record
Free Distance – Paul Elliott
St. Distance to Goal – Larry Pardue (in 1-26)

Standard Class – NM State Record
Free Distance  - Charles Shaw (in 1-26)
St. Distance to Goal – Larry Pardue (in 1-26)

Sports  - NM State Record
Free distance – Charles Shaw
Free Out and Return Distance – Joann B. Shaw
Free 3 Turn Point Distance – Charles Shaw
St. Distance to Goal – Joann B. Shaw
Out and Return Distance - Joann B. Shaw
Triangle Distance – Joann B. Shaw

NM Feminine
16 Current Feminine records held by Joann B. Shaw

 (4 Current National Feminine Records from Hobbs       	
  held by Joann  B. Shaw)

Superseded
World Feminine 100 KM Speed – Joann B. Shaw
World Feminine Distance to Goal – Joann B. Shaw

Other Achievements
FAI 3 Diamonds (in a 1-26) Larry Purdue
Diamond Altitude Over Hobbs- Paul Elliott



Hobbs Soaring Society has never owned a towplane. 
Launches have only been made by winch or truck/tow. 
In 2009 two-thirds of these launches contacted lift and 
allowed the pilot to climb out on the first try. The club 
has managed to grow and increase financially while 
keeping some of the lowest dues and fees. The fee to 
join the club is $75.00 with dues at $10.00 per month. 
The Schweizer 2-33 rents for $7.80 an hour and the 
1-26 rents for $6.00 an hour. Truck tow launches are 
$6.00 each. 

Ed. Note: I was privileged to be a tow pilot during two 
different contests in Hobbs. The Albuquerque Soaring 
Club had volunteered our second Pawnee towplane 
for tow duty in Hobbs. I volunteered to fly down there 
and help out.  The members of the Hobbs Soaring 
Society were very helpful, friendly and hospitable. 
Bob and Joann Dittert ran the contests I was towing 
for and they were outstanding contest directors. It 
was during these contests that I was privileged to 
meet Charlie Spratt, Charlie Minner, Karl Striedieck 
and many other notables.
 
                                   

 The editor in  Albuquerque Soaring Clubs’ Pawnee

NOTE:
Due to increasing costs and more stringent 
requirements from the Post Office for large mailings 
such as ours we are would like to  gradually transition 
to online mailings. Besides the pictures viewed online 
are so much nicer in color. Those of you who have email 
addresses listed with your membership application 
will be notified when the newsletter is posted online. 
If you haven’t listed your email address with us, please 
send it before our spring mailing in March 2010.  You 
will continue to receive the newsletter by snail mail 
unless you  notify us that you would rather read it 
online. Newsletters are also available for viewing on 
our website at: www.swsoaring museum.org

Thanks to Craig Angus for this century old         
Christmas card of Santa flying an ultra light ….

and this ad from 1909
                                                                                               5      



                                                                      Preserve a piece of Living History, Support 
the Glider Restoration Fund

The USSWSM Foundation Board is announcing its 
plans to promote the Museum in 2010.  The Foundation 
is establishing a glider restoration fund to assist the 
museum with its mission of preservation and restoration 
of significant gliders.

The gliders that are donated to the Museum often arrive 
in need of basic maintenance and varying degrees of 
repair.  George Applebay and experienced museum 
volunteers evaluate each donation to determine what 
needs to be done to prepare the glider for eventual display.  
Each glider’s history is documented and researched. 
Our first restoration project will be Harland Ross’s R-6, 
which is in need of a lot of repair.
  
How You Can Help
 
Your donation to the Glider Restoration Fund will 
purchase the materials necessary to refurbish the 
gliders. Museum members and others volunteer their 
time and effort to effect the repairs.  Students from the 
Aviation Department at CNMCC have also worked 
with the museum on restoration.
  
Please send your donation to the USSWSM Foundation, 
and indicate on the memo line Glider Restoration Fund. 
Our address is:  P. O. Box 1225, Los Alamos, NM 
87544.

Boy Scout Recognition Day

Scouts who have received Aviation Badges will be 
honored on Scout Recognition Day at the Museum. 
Scouts will have the opportunity to work on and 
complete the activities required to get their Aviation 
Badge. If you have been a Scout or a volunteer with the 
BSA, we invite you to assist us in this project.

Please call or email Mary Moskal for more information 
on how you can participate in this important day. We 
will be contacting the local BSA council to determine 
the best available dates.
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Arrange a VIP Tour With Your Organization
  
Many organizations, clubs, senior centers and church 
groups would appreciate the opportunity to view the 
wonderful gliders   at the museum and the displays 
featuring the contributions and awards of pilots 
significant in soaring, and many interesting historical 
artifacts. Groups will be able to view a presentation 
about the history of the museum, and take a tour of the 
facilities. Tour plans may include lunch or refreshments 
at area restaurants.  We would be happy to visit your 
organization with information about the Museum.   To 
arrange a presentation or a tour for your organization, 
please contact Steve and Mary Moskal.

“It is the goal of the Southwest Soaring Museum 
Foundation to provide future financial stability for the 
Museum so that the history of this piece of aviation 
can be preserved in order to provide knowledge and 
inspiration to future generations”

For further information about the Foundation, please 
contact Steve Moskal, cometkid46@Q.com    or 
 Mary Moskal, Co-Chairman wonderwoman45@
Q.com   505-298-7563.

 Look for foundation news online…web page coming 
soon!

Poster Created by Bob Talarczyk of Darkhorse 
Design 

Bob has donated this handsome poster to the museum’s 
gift shop.  It is available for $10.00 in the museum.      	



Membership numbers and 
expiration dates are on your 
mailing labels.  

CURRENT MEMBERS

Individual Members

Michael J. Adams
K.C. Alexander
Robert Anderson
Judy Applebay
Al Backstrom
Ken Barnard
Ben Barrentine
Colin Joseph Barry
Bill Batersole
Ron Blum
Roy Bourgeois
Doris Bowen
Robert Bruce
William H. Chambers
Henry M. Claybourn, Jr.
Burt Compton
Barry Crommelin
Carl L. Cuntz
Art Davis
Don DeGasperi
Charles Dobkins
Leo Doyal
Phil Ecklund
Duane Eisenbeiss
Earl Fain
John Farris
Don Fox
Krěmář František
Floyd Fronius
Jim Gaede
Chip Garner
Douglas Gray
Gerard Gross
Bill Hannahan
Paul Hanson
Charles Hayes
Arthur Heavener
Carl D. Herold
Fred Hermanspann
Jack Hickman
Bill Hill
William J. Huckell
Bob Hudson
Fred Jensen
LaFonda Kinnaman
Colleen Koenig
Chuck Kraisinger
Mary Lattimore
Chuck Lauritsen
Steve Leonard
Hannes Linke
Bill Lumley
Jim Marske
Don Neeper
Larry Nicholson
David Ochsner
Steve Otto
Peter  Pankuch
Daan Parè  
H.H. Patterson
Lance Peterson
Ray Proennekke
Robert W. Randall
Bill Read
Alice K. Rivera
Bill Rothlisberger

Bertha M. Ryan
Philip Schmalz
Jan Scott
Paul Searles
Terry Slawinski
Mike Smith
Peter W. Smith
Gary W. Sullivan
Richard Sundquist
Gene Tieman
Leon Tracy
Don Voss
Scott White

Family Members

Jan & Dan Armstrong
Ken & Vi Arterburn
Cara & Tom Brenza
John  & Jean Brittingham
Dennis & Jane Brown
Joe & Susan Blanks
Bruce & Margee Carmichael
David & Janice Carroll
Gerald & Kathryn Cleaver
David Fitzgerald
William & Susana Fitzgerald
Matt & Nicole Grunenwald
Annita  & Mario Harris
Bill & Sophie Holbrook
Francis Humblet
Don & Diane Jackson
Chris & Cynthea Kinnaman
Richard & Mary Mah
Richard & Lisle Mockler
Steve & Mary Moskal
Bill & Nancy Ordway
Glenn & Georgia Overlander
Horst & Mary Roehler
Stan & Carol Roeske
Dick Seaman & Phyllis Wells
Ed Slater
Bob Stephens
David & Meredith Stevenson
Mike & Linda Stogner
Robert Storck
Doug, Susan, Brian & Danny Swain
Pete & Judy Vredenburg
Mike & Marla Wersonick
Frank & Rita Whiteley
Rich & Patty Willson
Roman Wrosz

Supporting Members

Dick & Barbara Anderson
Craig Angus
Connie & Ernest Buenafe
Bruce & Margee Carmichael
Augie Chavez
Ashton B. Collins
Craig Denman
Earl Fain
John & Margaret Farris
Bob & Alice Gaines
Tom Hardy
Dave Harmony
Fred & Magda Hefty
Jim & Els Hoffman
Vernon Hutchinson
Ken & James Jacobs
Deor & Linda Jenson
Richard & Jordi Kandarian
Glenn Leonard
Sue McNay

Mark & Neita Montague
Steve & Mary Moskal
Charles E. Norman
Angel Pala
Rolf Peterson
David Roth & Ann Morrison
Pete & Charlene Pankuch
Mr. &  Mrs. A.G. Rogers
Steve & Pat Schery
Charles & Joann Shaw
John & Patricia Sinclair
Julie Smith
Richard B. Strawn
Robert Talarczyk
Brian & Sandy Thomson
Brian & Sharon Utley
Darrel & Maureen Watson
Robert Williams
Chris Wilson
John Zimmerman & Leslie King

Sustaining Members

Carl & Rhonda Ekdahl
Frauke Elber
Robert L. Hurni
J.D. Huss
Sergius & Kathryn Kohudic
Thomas & Judith McGuire
Marilyn Meline
Mark Minter
John & Joy Pierce

Life Members

Bob & Chris Alkov
Mike & Mary Anaya
Toney & Elaine Anaya
George Applebay
John Applegate
George Avent
Betty Baker
Bill Barber
Karen Schreder Barbera
Dieter Bibbig
Terry & Shay Blankenship
Jeffrey Bloch
Jim & Suzy Bobo
Taylor & Helen Boyer
Ann Bratton
Keith D. Brodhagen
Phil & Susan Bucher
Lynn & Allen Buckingham
William M. Burge
Jeff Byard
Timothy Campbell
Hank Caple
Dean  & Tammie Carswell
Brian Cepac
Shirley Crisp
Mario & Linda Crosina
Fred & Shirley Daams
Jeanne Ebersole
Warren Gaede
Georgann  & Jim Garver
Carson Gilmer
Gary C. Gilmer
Ned Godshall  &  Ellen Torgrimson
Lee Goettsche, Jr.
Sue Graham
Ted Grussing
Bruce Hansche  & Chris Husted
George B. Harrison
Carl  & Ann Hawk
Barry J. Hicks

Steve & Lilly Hill
Bob & Carol Hoey
Glenn Holforty
Bob & Ruth Holliday
Cliff & Lorraine Hoyle
Al & Nancy Hume
Ken & Michelle Jensen
Alice Johnson
James & Margaret Johnson
Rim & Johanna Kaminskas
Olin & Maile Kane
Mike & Helen Kensrue
George Lauman
Al & Irene Leffler
Barbara & Bob Leonard
Glenn D. Leonard
Steve Leonard
Allene & Ivar Lindstrom
Bill Liscomb
Dieter & Suzanne Loeper
Bob Lorenzo
John T. Ludowitz
Christopher Manley
Jerry & Cindy Mercer
John Mildon
Arlen & Gerri Moore
Robert Lee Moore
Earl & Audrey Nelson
Konrad & Johanna Nierich
N.B. & Eloise Noland
Paul Oldershaw
Dan & Carolyn Palmer
Neal & Miriam Palmquist
Curtis Randell
David & Jan Raspet
Bill & Linda Patterson
Neal & Karen Pfeiffer
John V. Rawson
Glen Reiboldt
Dan Rihn
Gene Rinke
Vaughn Roberts
Renny & Joan Rozzoni
Fernando & Alicia Rueda
Lisa Ruppert
Jim & Doris Sands
Angie Schreder
Carol Schreder
Jerzy Serafin
JJ  & Patricia Sinclair
Bob Sparling
Fred Taylor
Kathy & George Taylor
Mary Tebo
Mike Tomazin
Charles Turkle
Tom Turkle
Bob von Hellens
Don Wallen
John & Sandra Whitelam
Frank  & Rita Whiteley

Corporate Donors

EAA Chapter 179
Vintage Sailplane Association
1-26 Association
Access Innovations, Albuquerque
Lisa’s Truck Center
Sandia National Labs
Distracted by Décor
Mueller Buildings
Sandia Corporation
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USSSM Membership Application
Benefits of memberships include:
1.	 Free admission to museum facilities.
2.	 10% discount on gift shop purchases.
3.	 Receive all USSSM mailings.
4.	 The satisfaction of knowing that you are helping to build a first-class museum.

Life members and major contributors and their minor children receive these benefits for life. Other members 
receive them for one year. Family, Supporting and Sustaining include minor children. Supporting and 
Sustaining accrue toward a Life membership.

Send check to: U.S. Southwest Soaring Museum 
P.O. Box 3626

                         Moriarty, NM 87035

New_________  Renewal_______

Individual_____ $35    Family_ _____ $45    Student_____ $20    Supporting______$100     Sustaining_____ $500
Life Member_ ____ $1,000       Major Contributor_ ___________$$$$$

Name____________________________________________________________________________________
Address_ _________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone_______________________________  E-mail Address_ ____________________________________

U.S. Southwest Soaring Museum				  
P.O. Box 3626
Moriarty, NM 87035    

                                                                 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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